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MATTH. 25. 46. 


And theſe ſhall 20 away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
but the Righteous into je eternal, 


\ Mong: all hs. arguments to Repientance 


| and a good Lite, thoſe have the.great- 

eft force and Dower upon the minds 

of men, which are -fetch'd from another 
World; and from the final ftate of good and 
bad men after this Life: And this our Saviow 
repreſents to us in a moſt lively manner, in 
that proſpe& which, in the later part ob this 
Chapter, he gives us of the Judgment of - the great 
Day, namely, that at the end of the World the 
A 3 Son: 
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Son of Man ſhall come in bis glory, with bis Holy 
| Angels, and ſhall fit upon the Throne of his Glory ; 
| and all Nations ſhall b gathered before him, and 


| beckons 


| the one on the Right hand, and the other on 
the Left of this ond Todge ; who ſhall pro- 
nounce ſentence ſeyerally upon them according 


to — tich chey *haye done in this 
Life: _ ſhall be \rewarded with 
gl eternal happineſs , and the Wicked ſhall be 
|| ſentenc'd ro everlaſting puniſhment. Ad theſe, 
| that is, the Wicked, ſhall go away jnto everlaſting pu- 
niſhment, but the Righteous into Life eternal. 
The Words are plain and need no explication. 
For I take it for granted, 'that every one, at 
firſt hearing of them, does clearly apprehend 
the difference between -the- Righteous and the 
my; and between endleſs Happineſs and Mi- 
_— Bur alrhough theſe Words be ſo very cafie 
co be nnderſtood, they can never be too much 
confider'd by us. The Scope and delign, of 
them is,'20 repreſent ro us the different Fates of 
good and bad men in another World, and that 
their Ends there, will be as different, as their 
Ways and doings have been bere in this World : 


The ſerious conſideration whereof is the great: 
e 
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eft diſcouragementto Sin, and the moſt power- 
ful argument in the World to a. holy and ver- 
tuous life : Becauſe ic is an argument taken 
from our greateſt and moſt laſting intereſt, 
our happineſs or our miſery to all Eternity : A 
cotcernmenc of that vaſt conlequerice, that ir 
muſt be the greateſt ſtupidity and folly in the 
World for any man to negle& it. 
This eternal ſtate” of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in'another World, our Bleſſed Saviour Harh 
clearly revealed to us. And as to one patt of it, 
Via, That good men ſhall be erernally happy 
in another World, 'every-one ghadly-admirs it ; 
But many” are"lock that 'ctheiorher part ſhould 
be true, concerning the etermal'punifhtnent of 
wicked men. And therefore they pretend: chat 
ir-is contraty- tothe Juſtice of God to putiiſh 
temporaty'Ctimes with ecern4l Fortmments :' Be- 
cauſe Juſtice always obſerves a'!Gtroportion be+ 
ewcen' Offences and Puniſhmenes : buc berwten 
temporary-Sins and erernal-Punjſhments ther 
is.no/ proportion.!''And as>this ſeems Hard 0 
be reconcil'd with Juſtice,” ſomwh-more witl 
that excels of Goodneſs which we ſuppple” ro 
And'-cherbfote'!ttheylay, that thaugh- God 
ſeemi to haye declar'd that impenitent _ 
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ſball.beeverlaſtingly puniſh'd, yer theſe de- 
clarations of Scripture are ſo to be mollified 
and underſtood, as that we may be able to re- 
concile them with the efſential perfections of 
the Divine nature. 

This is the full force and ſtrength of the Ob- 
jeftion. And my work at this time ſhall be to 
clear, if I can, this difficult Point; And that 
for thele two Reaſons, Firft, Tor the vindica- 
tion of the Divine Juſtice and'Goodneſs. That 
God may be juſtified in his ſayings, and appear 
Aiken when he judgeth. And Secondly, be- 
cauſe the behiet-of harhemwichh of Godin their 
temoſt extent.is of-{o; great moment to-a good 
Life;:and:1o _ & diſcouragement to Sin : 
For the ſting of Sin is the terrour of ecernal- pus 
niſhment ; and if meg were once; {et free from 
the fear andbetiet;. ofthis: the moſt powe rho] 
reſtraint from Sig would'be raketr.awidys[ <1 

. So that in :anſwer'tq:this/QbjeRion; I ſhall 
endeavour to provetheſe:tworthings. 11 1uger -1 

Brit, Thasthe|:ererhal/punifhwentol wicki 
ed men. in-atmher;W/orkd þ flainly [theeatned 
in Sctipture.- -- | BOO) 19 #199 

Secondly, That this is not inconfiſtintQeiched 
wich the Juſtices the GaodneladhrGiodyc A 
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Firſt, That the eternal puniſhment of wick- 
ed men in another World is plainly threatned 
in Scripture, namely, in theſe following Texts, 
Matth. 18. 8. 1t is better for thee to enter into Life 
halt and maimed, than having two hands or two feet 
to be caſt into everlaſting fire. And Matth. 25.41. 
Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, -prepared for the 
Devil and bis Angels. And herein the Text, theſe, 
that is the Wicked , ſhall go away into everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment, And Mark 9, It is there 
three ſeveral times with great vehemency re- 
peated by aur Saviour, where their worm dyeth not, 
and the fire is not quenched, And 2 Theſſ. 1. 9. 
ſpeaking of them that know not God and obey not 
the Goſpel of bis Son, it is ſaid of them, who ſhall 
be puniſh'd with everlaſting deſtruftion. _ 

I know very well that great endeavour hath 
been 'us'd to avoid the force of theſe Texts, by 
{hewing that the words, for ever andeverlaſting,are 
frequently. us'd in Scripture in a more limited 
ſence, only for a long duration and continuance. 
Thus, for ever, doth very often inthe Old Teftas 
ment only ſignifie for a long time and till the 
end of the Jewiſh Diſpenſation. And in the 
Epiſtle of St. Jude, verſe 7th.; The Cities-of Sodom 
and Gomorrah are ſaid to. be: ſet forth for an 
example, ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, that 
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is, of a fire that was not extinguiſh'd till choſe 
Cities were utterly conſumed, 

And therefore to clear the meaning of the 
forementioned Texts, Firſt, I ſhall readily 
grant, that the words, for ever and everlaſting, 
do not always in Scripture fignifie an endleſs du- 
ration ; hol that this is ſufficiently proved by 
the inſtances alledg'd to this purpoſe. Bur 
then, Secondly, it cannot be denyed on the other 
hand, that theſe words are 7 in Scripture 
uſed in a larger ſence and ſo as neceſſarily to 
ſignifie an interminable and endleſs duration. 
As where Eternity is attributed to God, and he 
is ſaid to live for ever and ever: And-where eternal 
happineſs in another World is promiſed to good 
men, and that they ſhall be for ever with the Lord. 
Now the very ſame words and expreſſions are 
uſed concerning the puniſhment of wicked men 
in another life, and there is great reaſon why 
we ſhould underſtand them in the ſame extent : 
Both, becauſe if God had intended to have told 
us that the puniſhment of wicked men ſhall have 
no end, the Languages wherein the - Scriptures 
are written do hardly afford fuller and more 
certain words, than thoſe that are uſed in this 
caſe, whereby to expreſs to us a duration with- 
out end : And likewiſe, which is almoſt a pe- 
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remptorydeciſion of the thing,becauſe the dura- 
tion of the puniſhment of wicked men is in the 
very ſame ſentence expreſs'd by the very ſame 
word which is us'd for the duration of the hap- 
pineſs of the righteous : As is evident from the 
Text, Theſe, ſpeaking of the wicked, ſhall go a- 
way, ys iam dwner, into eternal puniſhnent, but the 
righteous, us Gold atdmer, into life eternal, I procecd 
to the | 

Second thing I propos'd; namely,to ſhew that 
this is not inconſiſtent either with the Juſtice 
or the Goodneſs of God. For in this the force 
of the Obje&tion lies. And it hath been at- 
tempted to be anſwered ſeyeral ways, none of 
which ſeems to me to give clear and full fatis- 
faction to it. 

Firft, it is ſaid by ſome, that becauſe fin is 
infinite in reſpe& of the Obje& againſt whom 
it is committed, which is God, therefore it de- 
ſerves an infinite puniſhment. 

But this I donb: will upon examination be 
found to have more of ſubtlery than of ſolidity 
init. *Tis true indeed, that the dignity of che 
Perſon againſt whom any offence is. committed 
is 2'great aggravarion of the. fault. For which 
reaſon all offences againſt God are certainly the 
greateſt of all other. Bur that crimes ſhould 
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hereby be heighten'd ro an inhaice degree can 
by no means be admitted ; and thar for this 
plain reaſon; becaule chen. the evil and deme- 
ric of all ſins.muſt neceſſarily be equal ; for the 
demerit of no fin can be more than infinite : 
And if the demerit of all {ins be equal, there 
can then be no reaſon for the degrees of puniſh» 
ment in ancther World: But to deny, that there 
are degrees of puniſhment there, is not only 
contrary to reaſon, but to our Savioars expreſs 
aſſertion, that ſome ſhall be beaten with many 
ſtripes and ſome with fewer, and chat it ſhall be 
more tolerable for. ſome in the day of jadgment than for 
others. Beſides, that by the ſame reaſon that 
the leſt ſin that is committed againſt God may 
be ſaid to be infinite becauſe > | its objeR, the 
leaſt puniſhment that is inflicted by God may be 
ſaid to be infinite becauſe of its Author. ; and 
then all puniſhments from God as well as all 
{ins againſt him would be equal ; which is pal- 
pably -abfurd. So. that this. anſwer is by no 
means ſufficient to -break. the force of this Ob- |: 
jection. 4 | 

Secondly, It is ſaid by others, that if wicked 
men lived for eyer,-in this World .they would 
fin for ever, and {therefore they ' deſerye 
to be puniſh'd for eyer. But this hath neither 
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truth nor reaſon enough in it to give-ſatisfaction. 
For who can certainly tell that if a-man lived 
never ſo long he would never repent; and grow 
better ? tC; ed vir 
Beſides, that.the Juſtice of God doth onely 
puniſh the fins which men have committed in 
this life, and not thoſe which they might, paſſi- 
bly. have committed if they had liyed longer,..-: 
Thirdly, it is ſaid in the laſt place, that Gal 
hath ſet before men everlaſting Happineſs and 
Miſery, and the ſinner hath his choice., Here 
are two things ſaid which ſeem-to bid fairly 'to- 
wards an anſwer. Logs 
| Firſt, that the reward which God promiſerh 
to our obedience is equal ro the puniſhment 
which: he. threatens: to our diſobedience, , But 
yet this I doubt will not reach the bulineſs : Be- 
cauſe though it be not contrary-to Juſtice to ex- 
ceed in Rewards, that being matter of meer fa- 
your; yet. it, may be ſo, to exceed in- Puniſh- 
ments. : .. JT; 1 4, Tits 3 9:5 v7 - pt 4 
Secondly,-it-is further ſaid, that the ſinner in 
this caſe hath nothing to-complain. of, 'fince he 
hath his own.choice. - This I cqnfeſs is enough 
to. filefice the.finner;-and to) make-him to ac: 
knowledge that his deſtruction of. himſelf; 
but yet for all chat, ic does nog ſeem ſo clearly 
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co latisfie the objeftion from the diſproportion 
between the fault and the puniſhment. 

And: therefore I ſhall endeavour to clear, 
if ic may be, this matter yet a little further by 
theſe following Conliderations. 

Firſt, let it be conſider'd, that the meaſure of 
Penalties with.reſpe& to Crimes is not onely, 
nor'always, to be taken from the quality and 
degree oft the offence, much leſs from the dura- 
tion and continuance of it, but from the ends 
and reaſons of Government ; which require 
ſuch penalties as may, if it be poſſible, ſecure 
the obſervation of the Law and deter men from 
the breach of it. And the reaſon of this is evi- 
dent, becauſe if. it were once declar'd that no 
man ſhould ſuffer longer for- any Crime than 
according tothe proportionof thetime in which 
it was commitred ,” the conſequence of this. 
would be that ſinners would be better husbands 
of their time -&-ſin ſo much the faſter,that they 
might have the greater bargain of it, and might 
ſatisfie for their Nis by 4 chiovier puniſhment. 

And it would be unreaſonable'likewiſe upon 
another account ;- becauſe ſome of the greateſt 
ſins'may pethaps be'committed'in' che ſhorteſt 
time ; for'inſtatice; - Mwrther ; the a&t whereof ' 
may be oyer in a moment, bur the effects of ic 

are 
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are perpetual, For he that kills a man once 
kills him for ever. The act of Murther may 
be committed in a trice, bur the injury is end- 
leſs and irreparable. So that this objeRion of 
temporary Crimes being puni{h'd with ſo much 
longer ſufferings is plainly of no force. 

Beſides, that whoever conſiders how ineffe- 
Eual the threatning even of eternal torments is 
to greateſt part of finners, will ſoon be ſatisf'd 
that a leſs penalty than that of eternal ſuffering 
would to the far greateſt part of mankind have 
been in all probability of little or no force. 
And therefore if any thing more terrible than 
eternal yengeance could have been threatned to 
the workers of iniquity, it had not been unrea- 
ſonable, becauſe it would all have been little 
enough to deter men effetually from fin. 

So that what proportion Crimes and Penal- 
ties ought to bear to each other, is not ſo pro- 
perly a conſideration of Juſtice, as of Wiſdom 
and Prudence in the Lawgiver. | 

And the reaſon of this feems very plain, be- 
cauſe the meaſure of Penalties is not taken from 
any ſtrict proportion berwixt Crimes and Pa- 
niſhment ; bur from -one great end and deſign 
of Goverment, which is'to- ſeaure'the obſerya- 
tion of wholeſome and necefiary Laws; 'and 
con- 
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conſequently whatever | Penalties .are proper 
and neceſſary to this end are not unjuſt, 
And-this Conſideration I defire may be more 
eſpecially obſerved, becauſe it ſtrikes at the ve- 
ry foundation of the objection. For if the ap- 
pointing and apportioning of . Penalties to 
Crimes be not ſo properly a conſideration of 
Juſtice, but rather of Prudence in the Lawgi- 
Ver;z, then whatever the diſproportion may be 
between temporary Sins and eternal ſufferings 
Tuſtice cannot be ſaid to be concern'd in it. 
Juſtice indeed is concern'd, that the Righte- 
ous and the Wicked ſhould not be treatedalike ; 
and farther yet,- that greater fins ſhould have a 
heavier puniſhment,and that mighty ſinners ſhould 
be mightily tormented ;. but all this may be conſi- 
.der'd and adjuſted in the degree and the intenſe- 
neſs of the ſuffering, without making any diffe- 
rence in the duration of it. | 
The caſe then in ſhort ſtands thus, When- 
ever we break the Laws of God we fall into 
his hands and lye., at his mercy, and he. may 
withour injultice inflit what puniſhment upon 
us. he pleaſeth': And..conſequently, to ſecure 
his Law. from viplatipn, .he may beforehand 
threaten whar, pepalties he:thinks fic and neceſ- 
ſary to-deter men.from the.Tranſgreſſian of i, 
| An 
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And this is not eſteemed unjuſt among men, to 
puniſh Crimes that are committed in an inſtant 
with the perpetual loſs of Eſtate, or Liberty, 
or Life. 


Secondly, This will yet appear more reaſona- 


| | ble when we conſider, that after all he that 


threatens hath ſtill the power of execu- 
tion in his own hands, For there is this re- 
markable difference between Promiſes and 
Threatnings, that he who promilſeth paſſerh 
over a right to another, and thereby ſtands 0- 
bliged to him in Juſtice and Faichfulneſs to 
make good his promiſe ; and if he do not, the 
party to whom the promiſe is made is not one- 
ly diſappointed but injuriouſly dealt withal : 
But in threatnings it is quite otherwiſe. He 


| that threatens keeps the right of puniſhing in 


his own hand, and is not obliged to- execute 
what he hath threatned any further than the 


| reaſons and ends of Goyernment do require : 
| And he may without any injury to the party 
' threatned remit and abate as much as he plea(- 
| eth of the puniſhment that he hath threatned : 


And becauſe in ſo doing he is not worſe bur 


| better thanhis word, no body can find fault, or 


complain of any wrong or injuſtice thereby 
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| Noris this any impeachment of Gods truth and 

faichfulneſs,any more than it is eſteem'd among 
men a piece of falſhood not to do. what they 
have threatned. God did abſolutely threaten 
the deſtruion of the City of Niniveb, and his 
peeviſh Prophet did underſtand the threatning ro 
be abſolute, and was very angry with God for 
employing him in a meſſage that was not made 
good. Burt God underſtood his own right, 
and did what he pleas'd notwithſtanding the 
threatning he had denounc'd, - and for all Jonah 
was ſo touch'd in honour that he had rather 
have dyed himfelf;chaa that Niniveh ſhould not 
have been deftroy'd, onely to have verif'd his 
meſſage. 

I know it is ſaid itt this cafe, that God hath 
confirm'd thele threatmings by an Oath, which 
is a certain ſign ofthe immurability of his coun- 
ſel ; and'therefore his Truth is concern'd in the 
ſtrit and rigorous-execntion of them, The 
Land "of Caitaan 'was a Type: of Heaven, and 
the Tſratlites who vebell'd inthe Wilderneſs were 
alſo a'Type of impenitent Sinners under the 
Goſpel; and -confequently rhe Oath of God 
concetaing: the rebellious Tſraelites",- When -by 


ſaiare in his wrath that" they ſhould not eriter into his 


reſt, that is, into the Land of Canaan, doth equal- 
| ly 
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ly oblige Him to execute his threatning upon 
| all impenicent Sinners under the Goſpel, that 
they ſhall never enter into the Kingdom of God. 
! And this is very truly reaſon'd, ſo far as the 
| threatning extends ; which if we attend to the 


a | Plain words of it, beyond which threatnings 
I 'are.never to be ſtretch'd,doth not ſeem to reach 


Jo | any further than to the excluſion of impenitent 
ny ; Sinners out of Heaven and their falling finall 
51" | ſhort of the Reſt and Happineſs of the Righte- 
ry ous : Which however,dire&ly overthrows the 
' Opinion alcrib'd to Origen that the Devils and 


ther wicked men: ſhall all be ſaved art laſt; God 
| his | having ſworn in his wrath that they ſhall never enter 


| into his reſt. 

vath | Bur then, as to the etetnal miſery and puniſh- 
hich | ment threatned to wicked mer in the other 
' World, though ir be nor neceſſarily compre- 
| hended in this Oach that they ſhall not enter into 
The | bis Reſt: yer weare to conſider, that both the 


"ng | enour of the Sentence which cur Bleſſed Saviour 
ane | bath-aflurd us will be-paſs'd upon them at the 
ym | Fadgimenc of the Grear Day, Depart ye curſed 
Buy | mto everlaſting fire ; and likewiſe this Declarati- 


"al on'in the Texr, that the Wicked ſhall go away mto 
n 7 | everlaſting pleniſhhcit;chouph chey ds not reſtrain 
| Gottromidoing” whar he pleates, yet they cnt 
& 05 27.99 C 2 off 


16 


A Sermon Preached 


off from the Sinner all reaſonable hopes of the' 
relaxation or mitigation of them. For fince 
the great Judge of the World hath made fo 
plain and expreſs a Declaration, and will cer- 
rainly paſs ſuch a Sentence, it would be the 
greateſt folly and madneſs in the world for the 
Sinner to entertain any hope of elcaping it, and 
to venture his ſoul upon that hope. | 

I know but one thing more, commonly ſaid 
upon this Argument, that ſeems material. And 
that is this, That the words death and deitructiou 
and periſhing, whereby the puniſhment of wick- 
ed men in the other World is moſt frequently 
expreſs'd in Scripture, do molt properly import 
annihilation and an utter end of Being ; and there- 
fore may reaſonably be ſo underſtood in the 
matter of which we are now ſpeaking. | 

To this I anſwer, that theſe words, andthoſe 
which anſwer them in other Languages, are 
often, both in Scripture and other Authors, uſed 
to ſignifie a ſtate of great miſery and ſuffering 
without the utter extinction x the miſerable, 
Thus God is often in Scripture ſaid to. bring de- 
ſtrufkion upon a Nation when he ſends great 
Judgments upon them, though they do not 
exterminate and make an utter end of them... -, 

And nothing is more common in moſt Lan-; 
guages, than by periſhing to expreſs a perſon's 
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being undone and made very miſerable. As in 
that knownpaſſage in Tiberius his Letter to the 
Roman Senate, * Let all the Gods and Goddeſſes, * 11ame Dij 
ſaich he, deſtroy me worſe than at this very time ery. Jar 
feel my ſelf to periſh, &c. in which Saying, the quam bodie 
words, deſtroy and periſh, are both of them us'd rag, ws 
to expreſs the miſerable anguiſh and torment 
which at that time he felt in his mind;;as Tacitus 

tells us at large. : L209. 

And as for the word Death ; a tate of miſery 
which is as bad or worſe than death may pro- 
perly enough be call'd by that name : And for 
this reaſon the puniſhment of wicked men after 
the Day of Judgment is in the Book of the Re- 
velation ſo frequently and fitly call'd the ſecond 
death. And the Lake of fire, into which the wicked 
ſhall be caſt tobe tormented in-it, is expreſlely 
call'd' the ſecond death, Rev, 20. 14- 

Bur beltdes this, they that argue from the 
force of theſe words, that the puniſhment of 
wicked men in the other-world ſhall be agthing” 
elſe but an atter.end of their Being, donecefla-: 
rily fall into two-great inconyeniencies. 

Firft, that 'hereby they exclude all -pofitive 
puniſhment -and tormenc- of. Sinners. / For: if 
the: jecond death,1 andto; be: deſtroyd, andto perifh, 
fignifie nothing elſe bux'the 74nnibilation. of Sin-! 
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ners and an utrer:extiagion of their Being ; and 
if this.be all the effect 'of that dreadful Sentence 

, which ſhall be pals'd upon them at the Day of 

Judgment, than the Fire of Hell is quench'd all at 

' » onte, and is only a frightful-Metaphor without 
any meaning. But this is direly contrary to 
the tenour of Scripture, which doth (6 often de- 
ſcribe the puniſhment of wicked men in Hell by 
poſitive torments : And particularly our Ble{- 
ſed Saviour, deſcribing the lamentable ſtate of 
the damned in Hell, expreſſely favs that there 
ſhall be weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth ; 
which- cannot be, if Annihilation be. all the 
meaning and effe&t of-the Sentence of the Great: 
Day. 

Secondly, another: inconvenience of this Opi- 
nion is, that if Amubilation be all the-puniſhmentr 
of Sinners in the other World, then the puniſh- 
ment: of all Sinners muſt of neceſſity be equal, 
becauſe there are no: degrees of - Annihilation or 
not-being;: But this; alſo-15- moſt diredtly contrary 
ta Saypture, as Ti have already ſhewn.  _ [4 

I know very well-that ſome-who-are'of this: 
Opinion db allow a-very long and tedjoustime 
of the moſt terrible-and- intolerable tortnent; of: 
Sianers,. abd after: that they: betieve' thatirhere),” 
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ſhalt be aniutter- end of their! Beings '+5 1: +6121! 
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But then they muſt not argue this from the 
force of the Words before mentioned, becauſe 
the plain inference frgm thence is, that Anni- 
hilation is all the punifhmenc that wicked men 
ſhall undergo in hl next Life ; And if that be 


not true, asI have plainly ſhewn thar it is nor, 


I do not ſee from what other words or expreſ- 
fions in Scriptare they.can find the left ground 
for this Opinion, that the tormene of wicked 
men ſhall at laſt end in their Annihilation, And 
yet admitting all this, for which I think there is 
no ground at all in Scripture, . F cannot fee what 
great comfort Sinners cantake inthe thought of 
a tedious time of terrible torment, ending ar 
laſt in Annihilation and the utter extinRtion of 
their Beings. 

Thirdly, we may conſider. further, that the 
primary end of all Threatnings is not puniſh- 
ment, but the prevention of it. For God does 
not threaten that men may fin and be puniſh'd, 
bnt that they may not {in,and fo may eſcape the 
puniſhment threatn'd. And therefore the high- 
er the threatning runs, ſo much the more mer- 
cy and goodneſs there is in it ; becauſe ic is fo 


much the more likely to. hinder men from in- 


curring the penalty that is threatn'd. 
Forrthly, Let it be conſider'd likewiſe, tha 


when: 
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when ic is ſo very plain that God hath chrearn'd 
' _ eternal mFery ro impenitent Sinners, all the 


prudence in the World obliges men to believe 
that he:is in good earneſt and will execute theſe 
threatnings upon them, if they will obſtinately 


| ſtand it out with him and will not be brought 


to Repentance. And therefore in all reaſon we 


ought fo to demean our ſelves, and ſo to per- 


{wade others, as knowing the terrour of the 


Lord, and that they who willully break his 


Laws are in danger of eternal Death. To which 
I will add in the | "wy 
Fifth and liſt place, That if we ſuppoſe that 
God did intend that his threatnings ſhould have 
their effe&t to deter men from the breach of his 
Laws, it cannot be imagin'd that in the ſame 
Revelation which declares theſe threatningany 
intimaticn ſhould be given of the abatement or 
non-execution of them, For by this God would 
have weaken'd his own Laws, and have taken 


off the edge and terrour of his threatnings : Be- 


cauſe a threatning hath quite loſt irs force, if we 


once come to beleive that it will not be execu- 
red : And conſequently, it would be a very ime 


pious defign to go about to teach or perſwade | 


any thing tothe contrary, and a betraying men 
into that miſery which had it been ha, Þ be- 
liey'd might have been ayoided. We 
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are all bound to believe the terrours: of: the 
| Lord.. Not fo, as fawcily to. determine and 
; pronbunce what God muft'do-inithis caſe ; for 
| aker' all; He- may-do what he':wyll, as 1 
! have clearly' ſhewn':  Bub what (is! fit! for 

us\.to+ do ," and what we have" realon- to 
| expect; if notlwichſtanding a plain! and 'ex- 
| prets' xhroativing? of |1þ2 vpergoante” off ererncl 
{om ;7 weft go ow tw'rrraſure lp ta lowr ſelves 


| wrath againſt the day of wrath, - and the revelation of 


| the righteous Juilgment-of- God ; and will defpe- 
| cel por itt6the ws it ey Peril —e_—_ 
far, God wilt execuce his threatnings upor Sin- 
ners in another World: i 2D01J 30 vu 
And therefore there is noneed why we'fthould 
be very :{olliciroaſly-concern'd for 'the! bgnoar 
| of God's Jaltice' or Goodneſs i! this wnatten 
Letus but take cate to believe and" aveidiche 
Threatnings of God; and then, 'how.tervible 
ſoeverthey- are, no tharrncan cometeas.-IAnd 
asfor God, ter nsnot dobbt bu dhav Heawill rake 
care of his -o0wh Hot6ut; add tlie Ber hyl; 
boty "ir all 'bis ways, and thteoud T-all®bis works! 
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Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs ; and charHewM 
war D _ cer- 


We. are all bound Sipreach; and You and1 
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certainby/ſ@mandge thiflgs at the! Judgment of | 
the Great Day, as to be juſtified m bis ſayings, and | 
to be righteous when we are judged. For, notwith- | 
ſtanding hisThreatnings, he bath feleryed Pow 
erenouph'in-his:own handy te del 'TIght. teal | 
his Perfeftionss And therefore: we may reſt af: | 
ſur'd, that he-will pudge the world #1 righteouſneſs ; + 
and if it be any: wiſe: inconſiſtent eicher. with + 
Righteouſneſs. or: Grodaels,) which: Hei knows | 


\ruich-better hag wede;: tomake/Sianersmiſes | | 


Yable for ever, that He will not do it... + --- | 
But let:Sinners _ be afraid of it, and ! : 
reckon wpeniits; And atways;remembes,, that | 
theres -Preat Goodneſs: and Mercy,in the ſeve- | 
rity-of God's o— and that nothing | y 
wyll more juſtifie the infliction of eternal Tor-J n 
ments, than the fooliſh preſamption of Sioners { r 
m vemzuring upon them, natwithſtanding fuck | 7 
plaih and terrible Threatnings, | ” 
This, 1am fure; «a-go0d Argument to all of} ſe 


bling {and wich all poſſible care to endeavourJiug 
the prevention of that-milery Which is fo terri-$ne 
bly ſevere, that at.preſent we-can hardly tel 
how to recongile: .K: with.the Juſtice; and: Good-fme 
rich of God; !.-- : 21 09:19) 5 bne f191 The vp 


- 


= 


| a White-Hall. 


f ! This God heartily deſires we would do; and 
d | hath ſolemnly ſworn, that he hath no pleaſure in 
1- | the death of the wicked, but rather that be ſhould twn 
7+-: from his wickedneſs and live. So that here is- all 
ls } imaginable caretaken to prevent our miſcarri- 
(: | age, and all the affurance that the God of 
: Truth can give us of his unwilliogneſs to bring 
h : this miſery -upon+ us, And: both thele,--1 am 
ys | ſure, are arguments of great Goodneſs. For 
&+ | what can Goodneſs do more, than to warn us of 
this miſery, andearneſtly ro perſuade us to pre- 
id | yent it; and tothreaten- us ſo veryternbly,, on 
at | purpole to deter us from fo great a danger 2 
7e-} And if this will not prevail' with —_—_ we 
ng | will ſtill go. on to deſpiſe the riches of God's g00d- 
or- I neſs, and long-ſuffering,, and forbeatayce;; , what in 
ers | reaſon remains for us, but 4 fearful lyoking for of 
ich | Judgment and fiery —_— to conſume us 2 And 
what almoſt can Juſtice, or even Gopdnels it 
| ofiſelf doleſs, than to inflict that puniſhment,upgn 
em ub, which! with-eyes opearwe would yilkully:run 
ourfupan ; and which no warning, no \perſaafian, 
rri-$n0-importunity could: prevail with us;toavaid:? 
reli{And; when, as-che peſtle ays; kvowing the: Todg- 
og-fmentofGyds thas theywhich cont ſudh things, nie 
..,; [ortly of: delwch,; 2yettori all-thas, we would ven- 


Chikure tocommit them, D 2 And 
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Andebrefore, whineer we ſufter, we do 
but inheritour own choice; and haveno treaſon 
ro'tomplain of 1God,' who hath fer before us 
Life and Death; eternal Happinels and:Mite+ | 
ry, and hath left us to be the Carvers of our | 
own Fortune : And if , after-all this, we will | 
obſtinately refule this happineſs, and wiltully 
run apon this Miſery, Wo unts w! for we have ve- | 
Warded evil to our ſelves, . 


You ſee then, by all chathath been ſaid "ny 
on this-Argment,, 'whir'wethave all reaſon to 
expe, if we will ſtill go on 18" onr'Sins, and 
will not be brought roRepenrance. You have 
heard, what aterrible- Puniſhment che juſt God 
hack thtearen'd” ro the- Workers -of * redtrws 
andrhariras plaia\words as/ can be uſed: ro ex- 
preſs any thing. Theſe, that is, the wicked, ſhall 
20 4vay into everlaſting Punifhment, but 'the right 
019 nity Life eternal. - -1-+ 
'k Here are 14fe- 'and”Death, Hippineſs and Mi- 
(ery fet'before us. Not this frail' and moral 
Life; whichis hardly worth the having, wereir 
not in'orderto- a better and ha ur Exfe ;vnbr 
a'rertiporab Dearth; > to"\pet" above! Ahrc\odwvnd ; 
wheteoP hould aotnithinks he mm (vs, 
+ Wore 
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were it not for the bitter and terrible conſe- 
quences of it : But aneternal Life,and an eternal 
enjoyment of all things which can render Life 
pleaſant and happy ; and a perpecual Death, 
which will for ever torment us, bur never make 
an end of us. 

Theſe God propounds to our choice: And 

if the conſideration of them will not prevail 
with us to leave our fins, and to reform our 
lives, what will > Weightier Motives cannot 
be propos'd to the underſtanding of Man, than 
everlaſting Puniſhment, and Life eternal ; than the 
greateſt and moſt durable happineſs, and the 
moſt intolerable and laſting miſery that human 
Nature is capable of, 
' Now, confidering in what terms the Threat- 
nings of the Goſpel are expreſs'd, we have all 
the reaſon in the world to believe that the Pu- 
niſhmenr of Sinners in another world will be 
everlaſting. However, we cannot be certain of 
the contrary, time-enough to prevent it ; not 
ell we come there, and find by experience how 
itis: And it-it-prove o, it will then be too late 
either ro prevent that terrible Doom, or to get 
jr:reyers'd. vs © 24 ("| 
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Some comfort themſelves with the uncom- 
fortable and uncertain hope of being diſcharg'd 
outof Being, and redue'dto their firlt Nothing ; 
at leaſt after the tedious and terrible ſuffering of 
the moſt grievous and exquifite Torments for 
innumerable Ages. And if this ſhould happen 
to be true, good God ! how feeble, how cold a 
comfort is this? Where'is the Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding of Men, to make this their laſt Re» 
fuge and Hope ; and to leanupon it asa matter 
of mighty conſolation, that they ſhall be mile- 
rable beyond all imagination, and beyond all 
patieace, for God knows, how-many Ages ? 
Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge * No 
right ſenſe and judgment of things? No confi- 
deration-and care of themſelves, no concern- 
ment for their own laſting Intereſt and Happi- 
nels? 

Origen, I know not for what good realon, is 
laid to have been of opinion, That the puniſh- 
ment of Devilsand wicked men, after the Day 
of Judgment, will continue but'for a thouſand 
years ; and that after that time, they ſhall all be 
finally ſaved. 1 can, very hardly, perſuade my 
ſelf, that ſo wiſe and learned a man'as, Origen | 


was, ſhould be poſitivein an Opinion for which 


there 
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there can be no certain ground in Realon, eſpe. 
cially for the pun&tual and preciſe term. of a 
thouſand years ; and for which there is no 
ground at all, that know of, from Divine Re- 
yelation. 

Bur upon the whole matter, however it be ; 
be ir for a thouſand years, or be itfor a longer 
and unknown term, or be it for- ever, which 
ſeemsto be plainly threaten'd in the Gofpel : 
I ſay, however it be, this is certain, that it is 
infinitely wiſer to take care toayoid it, than to 
diſpute 1t, and to run-the final hazard of ic. Pur 
it'which way wewill, —_— if we-putiic at 
the worſt, as in all prudence we ought to do, 
it is by a} poſſible means to be provided againſt: 
So'terrible, ſo intolerable. is tedoakk yea 
the vety,leaſt ſuſpicion of. being milerable for 
ever; . 

And now give me leave to ask You, as St. 
Payl-did King Agrippa, -Do you believe the Scrip- 
tires2 Andi hope Lmay. anſwer my (elf as he 
did; 1'know- your do believe them. And in them 
theſe things are clearly revealed, and are part 
of that Creed of which we make a ſolemn pro» 


felſion every day. 
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And yet when we conſider how moſt men 
live, is it credible that they do firmly believe 
this plain Declaration of our Saviewr and our 
Judge, That the wicked ſhall go «Way mto ever- 
lafting Puniſhment, but the righteous into Life eter- 
nal ? | 

Or if they do-in ſome ſort believe it, is it 
credible that they doat all conſider ic lerioufly, 
and lay it to heart ? S6 that if we have a 
mind to reconcile our belief with our Actions, 
we muſt either alter our Bible and our Creed, or 
we mult change our Lives. | 

Let us then confider, and ' ſhew our ſelves men. 
And if we do ſo, canany man to pleaſe himlelf 
for a little while be contented to be puniſh/d for 
ever ; and for the ſhadoyy of a ſhort and im- 
perfeCt happineſs in this life, be willing to run 
the hazard of being really and eternalty mile- 
rable.in the next World ? 

Surely this conſideration alone, of the ex- 
treme andendlels miſery of impenjtent Sinners 


'1n another, Wor!d, if ic were but well wrou 


into our minds, would be ſufficient to'kill all 
the temptations of this World, andito lay them 


dead at our fcet ; and to makeus.deaf to all the. 


Enchantmeats of Sin and Vice : Becauſe they 


bid 
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bid us ſo infinitely to our loſs, when they offer 
us the enjoyment of a ſhort Pleaſure , 
upon fo very hard and unequal a condition as 
that of being miſerable for ever. 

The eternal Rewards and Puniſhments of as 
nother Lite, which are the great SanCftion and 
Security of God's Laws, one would think 
ſhould bea ſufficient weight to caſt the Scales 
againſt any Pleaſure, or any Pain, that this 
World can tempt, or can threaten us withal. 

And yet, after all this, will we ſtill go on ts 
do wickedly; when we know the terrours* of 
the Lord, and that we mult one day anſwer all 
our bold violations of his Law, and contempts 
of his Authority, with che loſs of our immortal 
Souls , and by ſuffering the vengeance of eter- 


nal Fire? : 
What is it then that can give men the Heart 


and Courage ; but I recall that Word, becaule it 


is not true Courage, but fool-hardineſs, thus to 
outbrave the Judgment of God, and to et at 
nought the horrible and amazing conſideration 
of a miſerable Eternity ? How is it poſlible thac 
men that are awake, and in their wits, ſhould 


have any eaſe in their minds, or enjoy ſo much. 
as one quiet hour , whil'lt ſo great a danger 


hangs 
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hangs over their heads, andthey haye taken no 
tolerable care to prevent it ? If we. have any, 
true and juſt ſenſe of this danger, we. cannot 
fail to ſhew that we have it, by making haſte 
to eſcape it, and by taking  & care of our 
Souls, which is due to immortal] Spirits that 
are made to be Happy or Miſerable to all Eter- 
nity. 

oi us not therefore eſtimate and meaſure 
things as they appear now to our ſenſual and 
deluded and deprav'd Judgments ; but let us 
open our eyes, and look te the laſt iſſue and 
conſequence of them : Letus often think of theſe 
things , and conſider well with our ſelves,what 
apprehenſions will then probably fill and poſ- 
ſeſs our minds, when we ſhall ſtand trembling 
before our Judge, in a fearful expeQation of that 
terrible Sentence which is juſt ready to be pro- 
nounced, and as ſoon as ever it is pronounc'd to 
be execured upon us: When we ſhall have a 
full and clear fight of the unſpeakable Happi- 
neſs, and of the horrible and aftoniſhing Mile- 
ries of another World : When there ſhall be no 
longer any Veil of Fleſh and Senſe to interpoſe 
between them andus, and to hide theſe things 
from our eyes ; And, ina word, when Heaven 
with 


the terroys of the Lord ; and inſtead of quarrelling 


at W hite- Hall. 


with all the Gloriesof it, ſhall be open to our 
view; and, as the expreſſion isin Job, Hell ſhall 
be naked' before 18 , and Deſtruftion ſhall have no 
COVerIng. 

How ſhall we then be confounded, to find 
the truth and- reality of thoſe things which we 
will' not now be perſuaded to believe? And 
how ſhall we then wiſh, that we had believed 


with the Principles of Religion, and callin 
them into queſtion, we had lived under the con- 
ſtant ſenſe and awe of them ? 

Bleſſed be God , that there is yet hope concerns 
mg 15, and that we may yet flee from the wrath to 
come ; and that-the Mileries of Eternity may yet 
be prevented in Time : And that for this very 
end and purpoſe, our moſt Gracious and Merci- 
ful God hath ſo clearly revealed theſe things to 
us, not with a mind to bring them upon us, bur 
that we being warned by his Threatnings, might 
not bring them upon our ſelves. 

[ will conclude all with the Counſel of the 
Wiſe Man ; Seek not Death in the errour of your wi of 0 © 
Life, and pull not upon your ſelves deſtruftion with ye. _—_— 
the works of your own hands, For God. made not 
Death, neither bath he -pleaſure in the deſtruFiom of 
the 
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the Living: But ungodly men with their- wo rks and 
words have called it down upon themſelves. . Which 

that none of us may do, God, of- his infinite 

Goodneſs grant, for his Mercies fake in Jeſus | 
Ghrift : To whom, with Thee, 'O Father, and 

the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, Do- 

minion and Power, Thankſgiving and Praiſe, 

both now and for ever. AMEN, 
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